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My exploration journey 
The study at ECA is like a journey of finding myself.


http://evinliu.com/
http://evinliu.com/


 Landscape series 
I’m always attracted to nature. When I see so many beautiful natural 
scenery, instinctively I want to create works related to them.

As I lived near the mountain when I was a child, I have always liked 
mountains and rivers. The close contact with nature during weekends 
and the Christmas holiday’s trip aroused my passion for natural scenery. 
Therefore, the theme of this project mainly revolves around the natural 
scenery. I didn't do so much research for this theme. I transplanted 
nature into the comprehension of personal imagination, and made my 
own feelings into the subjective transformation of painting expression. 
Also, according to what I see and feel, I keep trying to use different 
materials, color combinations, and compositionwhich finally unify the 
tone and atmosphere of the work.


Inspiration



In this picture, I use rich colors various textures, and 
concise outlines to express the rural scenery. Broken 
fences, empty boats, houses without windows, and 
magenta rivers create a mysterious and quiet 
atmosphere. A person can look at this landscape and 
project themselves onto it.


Red River

 Acrylic, gouache and oil pastel on paper.



The subject matter of the work is 
based on my life experience and visual 
experience, expressing subjective 
feelings and refining natural images in 
a concise form, revealing an aesthetic 
understanding of natural images, as 
well as metaphors for the objective 
world and poetic pursuit of spiritual 
realm. 

 Acrylic, gouache and oil pastel on paper.
Mountain residence



The idea that the sea gives me is vast 
and mysterious. In the quiet night, the 
relationship between the moon and the 
sea is even more ethereal and lonely.

I guess, sometimes, the moon also wants 
to sink to the bottom of the sea and have 
a stable dream.


I hope that by presenting the scenery full 
of fantasy and mystery, it can give the 
viewers a kind of spiritual comfort when 
facing them. It could help them away 
from the complexity of the city, and 
interact with nature. Also, it could give 
the viewer a poetic and romantic mood, 
making them return to nature and get a 
moment of tranquility.


Moon by the sea

 Acrylic, gouache and pastel on paper.



In the works, var ious real ist ic 
sceneries such as trees, houses, birds, 
distant mountains, grasslands, and 
fences are subjectively summarized 
and refined.

The picture pursues natural view that  
intertwined with water marks, lines and 
impressions, creating the spiritual 
sustenance of "prospect, feasible, 
travelable, and living".

Using low-saturation color blocks to paint 
the ground, with a slightly clear gray sky, it 
creates a cloudy atmosphere.

 Acrylic, gouache on paper.

 Watercolor, gouache and pen on paper.

Landscape impression 1

Landscape impression 2
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Emotion series
When we stay alone, we could have more time to listen to our inner voice.



Inspiration 

I’ve always been interested in expressing my emotion to my work.

I am a pessimistic person. During the time when the virus is 
spreading, I am always troubled by strange emotions. This series 
is mainly to try to express various negative and ambiguous moods, 
integrated my own experience. I believe that everyone hates 
themselves sometimes. And I feel that I am always struggling with 
feelings of isolation and alienation. Although my mood fluctuates 
little, yet there still have subtle differences.


My works are not realistic or even some of them are a bit 
ridiculous, but I hope to convey emotions through the use of color, 
body movements, etc. 

In the process of drawing, I used acrylic, gouache, pastel, color 
pencils, etc. As normally some of my emotions can not last for a 
long time such as a week, so most of my work needs to finish 
quickly before my feeling slipped out.


Insomnia
pencil and soft pastel on paper.



Outcome

1/2/3/4：Acrylic, gouache and color pencil on paper.

These illustrations use rich colors and the characters is 
naked, implying that emotions are no longer covered up. 
Although the faces of the characters are blurry, the actions 
of the characters convey painful, desperate, and depressed 
emotions.

In work 1, the characters convey pain and loneliness in a 
resisting gesture. 

In work 2, the head of the character is framed, and the 
black ground and bright yellow create a depressed mood. 
Work 3 implies that the character is blocked behind the wall 
of hope.

Work 4 shows that the characters are surrounded by painful 
bright red, and the dark walls give people a sense of 
depression.

1 2 3 4



The characters in this work consist of a 
slightly sad face, vague eyes, and rigid 
movements. The large area of melancholic 
blue and the posture of the characters 
convey a strange and melancholic 
atmosphere.


Acrylic, gouache and color pencil on paper.



Escape Sober Lonely 
Acrylic and gouache on paper. Acrylic and gouache on paper. Pastel and gouache on cardboard.



Fear

In a Daze

Waiting

Acrylic and gouache on paper.

Acrylic and gouache on paper. Acrylic and gouache on cardboard.



Meditation Feeler Grow as grass 
Acrylic and gouache on paper. Acrylic, gouache and color pencil on paper. Acrylic and gouache and pastel on paper.



Self-isolation series 
After exploring my inner emotions, I found myself hidden in the 
corner.

This series of my work is a reflection of my heart in a special 
period of self-isolation.


Apart from the panic of coronavirus, being staying in a poky 
space with one narrow window, the dark light, the stale air, and 
living alone, all make me feel depressed, so I chose to create 
this series of illustrations.


Using bare branches, rivers, grass, hills and other elements to 
build a world inside me. The overall tone of the work is dark. 
The figure is naked without clothes, which is a metaphor for 
freedom. The motion of the figures inactive which can reflect his 
or her inner depression and depression. The contact between 
the character and the natural scene also reflects his or her 
desire for the outside world.


Inspiration



Final work: the inner world of self-isolation  



There are no facial features in the characters in my works. 

The reason is that delicate faces are not a key part in my 

mind. Traditionally, many people will look at the faces of 

the figures in the work at first glance and make a 

judgment about them. Hence, some artists will focus on 

portraying faces when drawing, but I hope people can 

take notice of things rather than faces. While human 

faces serve as bridges between an individual to the 

world, they might also become a barrier as faces may not 

always accurately express the internal thoughts of a 

person. Therefore, I prefer to emphasize the whole effect 

of my work. Although the figures in my paintings have 

indefinite faces, they can easily convey their emotions of 

sullenness, disenchantment, alienation, and fear.



Normally, I prefer traditional 
m a t e r i a l s l i k e a c r y l i c , 
gouache, as well as other 
mixed media, which could 
give paintings depth and 
meticulousness. For this 
series, I used acrylic paint as 
a first layer, giving the paper 
a yellowish hue, and then 
covering it with many other 
paints to make the scene 
more colorful. For example, 
on those dark lawns, if you 
look closely, you can see that 
it is mixed with many dark 
blue, umber, and violet rather 
than a chunk of black block.

https://evinliu.com/portfolio/isolation/

To view the big picture of other 
works, please click the link:

https://evinliu.com/portfolio/isolation/
https://evinliu.com/portfolio/isolation/


Project 6                                                  

Bird of Paradise 



These illustrations 
are drawn digitally 
in Procreate. This is 
my first time using 
P r o c r e a t e f o r 
professional work. 
As well as fulfulling 
the compet i t ion 
brief, I was also 
learning an entirely 
new medium and 
way to work.


I tried to create a 
dreamy and gentle 
style. Also, the text 
is hand drawn.

Outcome 



The biggest challenge of 
working digitlaly on this is 
to make texture. It's very 
hard to make them look 
like they are not digitally 
drawn.

More works of this project please go to the link: https://evinliu.com/2020/08/14/bird-of-paradise/

https://evinliu.com/2020/08/14/bird-of-paradise/
https://evinliu.com/2020/08/14/bird-of-paradise/


Children’s picture book

Project 7                                                  



Story content 

Mr Not Enough's huge bread 
 

In a small town, Mr Not Enough was a young baker. There was a upcoming food 
fair. He wanted to make a super bread to surprise everyone!


Flour? Oh, not enough！He added and added, until using up all the flour in the 
house. Sugar? Oh, not enough！He added a handful and a handful …

And he baked it under the sun,Finally, this bread became very very very huge！

 

He was so proud of it and pulled it out to attend the fair. People were raving about 
his huge fragrant bread. Some people wanted to exchange this huge bread with 
him for something else such as a dozen beers, a box of fruits, a bunch of fish… He 
refused:" these are not enough!”   Some others wanted to buy it for a large bag of 
gold, he still refused:" not enough, this is not enough!” He thinks this bread is the 
best one in the world, and nothing is better enough than it. He planned to bring the 
bread to another Food Market to show off the next day.  
 

However, the next morning, he found that the color of bread became darker. He bit 
the bread with his teeth and found that the crust of it had became very, very hard！
This inedible bread was not bread! He thought in despair. And he began to cry.


What will happen next?



Please click the link below to see more!

https://issuu.com/evinliu/docs/hugebread_book-compressed

https://issuu.com/evinliu/docs/hugebread_book-compressed
https://issuu.com/evinliu/docs/hugebread_book-compressed


Sketchbook/ Personal work

Other work                                                 



When I was in self-isolation, I often looked at the window in a daze. I found 
a white bird likes to fly to my window in the early morning and evening. It 
was not afraid of me at all, and was even jumping in front of me.

Sometimes I really envy them because they can fly freely in the sky. I will 
fantasize about where they go. Some may be places I have been to, and 
some I haven't been to yet.

One night I had a dream about this bird, dreaming that I played and 
traveled with it, and we became good friends. We see the most beautiful 
scenery in the world together. We spent the happiest time in the world 
together. That’s the reason of my creation of this series .


You can see b i rds everywhere in 
Edinburgh, such as seagulls, pigeons, and 
crows. This picture is the scenery I 
glimpsed when I passed by.

Travel with a white bird series 

Gouache, watercolor, color pencil and collage on paper 

Acrylic and gouache on paper Acrylic and gouache on paper 



Acrylic and gouache on paper 



Acrylic and gouache on paper 



Other work 

Acrylic and gouache on paper 

Acrylic and gouache on paper 

Acrylic and gouache on paper 
RED WALLS

STAIRWELL IN ECA

CORNER HOUSE


