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The Song of Achilles would be a stage production 
featuring a large cast a small cast of extras/
chorus. The play would be written in three acts 
and would take place in many different locations. 
The beginning of the play would be designed 
more simply, in a more period accurate way. The 
costume and stage design would develope into 
more hieghtened and contemporary style as the 
play progressed to reflect the timelessness and 
legendary status of the story of the Trojan War.
A central theme of the story is the homosexual 
relationship between Patroclus and Achilles 
which will heavily influence the design. The show 
designs will include elements which are taken from 
contemporary gay fashion and street wear. Things 
one might see at a pride parade, a gay club, a 
runway, or just walking down the street. The overall 
look would be a contemporary ancient Greek 
gay fantasy world. The characters with a closer 
relation to divinity and the gods themselves will 
have design elements and colour pallettes which 
relate to their closest god, or the god ho supports 
them most. Some characters without strong ties to 
divinty will have styles of their own, reflecting their 
independence and freedom from being a pawnof 
the gods. This mortality vs. divinity is a struggle 
which is central within the book and will be made 
central within the designs.
The play would take place in an outdoor theatre 
venue with large half amphitheatre seating 
wrapping around a large revolve which will contain 
the events of the mortal world. Surrounding the 
revolve would be large pillars where the god 
characters watch over the event and are present 
during different sections of the piece. occasionally 
the gods will engage with one another and 
sometime will even enter the mortal world to 
impact directly the events which are taking pace, 
for example during the duel between menelaus and 
Paris Aphrodite would come down from her pillar 
and stop time to rescue Paris moments before his 
defeat. The set design will follow the heightened 
look of the costumes as the story progresses. In 
the end the story will move to projection, following 
the events of the Trojan war after the death of the 
main character Patroclus. The projections will be 
styled like black figure paintings on Greek urns 
moving and fighting as the ghost of Patroclus 
narrates the final days of the war and goes 
through the conclusion of the story. After the 
death of Achilles is told, the other characters will 
build a stone monument to him on stage as the 

Concept StatementSynopsis
The Song of Achilles begins in the childhood 
home of Patroclus, the son a king who doesn’t 
care for him and a mother who is simple. One day 
Patroclus is sent to become a potential suitor 
to Helen, daughter of the king of Sparta and 
rumoured to be the most beautiful woman ever to 
have lived. Patroclus is much too young to marry 
her but his father hopes to woo her father with 
his riches. At the gathering of the suitors, war 
will break out over who is to have Helen as wife. 
Oddyseus suggests that Helen choose her own 
suitor and that each suitor take an oath to respect 
her choice and protect there marriage in order to 
be considered as suitor. They all agree and Helen 
chooses Menelaus, Brother to Agamemnon, king of 
Mycenae. Patroclus’ father is disappointed but not 
unsurprised and the two return home. 
After getting into a fight with another boy, a 
nobles son, Patroclus accidently kills the boy. He 
is banished to the kingdom of Pthia where Peleus 
takes him in and raises him among a large group 
of other outcast boys and his own son, Achilles. 
There Patroclus and Achilles become close and 
Achilles names Patroclus his Therapon, his closest 
advisor and friend. It soon becomes clear that 
Achilles’ mother Thetis does not like his closeness 
with Patroclus as he is mortal and she disdains 
all mortals. So she has Achilles sent to a cave on 
mount Pelion where Chiron lives. Chiron is the 
trainer of heroes, having trained Herakles, Orpheus, 
Jason, and many other great heroes. Patroclus is 
left behind but strikes out on his own to the cave to 
be with Achilles. This is the end of the first act.
Chiron welcomes Patroclus and agrees to train 
both boys together, there the boys grow even 
closer and as the grow into maturity their bond 
becomes romantic and sexual. Thetis hates 
Patroclus more and more. After several years of 
training Achilles is called home to join the war 
against Troy, caused by the kidnapping of Helen 
by Paris, a Trojan prince. Menelaus calls on the old 
oath made so that all the suitors of Helen must 
come to the protection of their marriage. Thetis 
tries to hide Achilles away in the island of Scyros 
where she tricks him into conceiving a child with 
the daughter of the king Lycomedes. Achilles is 
found by Odysseus and convinced to join the war. 
Patroclus goes along as well as he is oathbound 
and does not want to leave the side of Achilles. This 
ends the second act.
The Greek army meets at Aulis but the ships wont 

projections role and eventually this will be used by 
Thetis to add the name of Patroclus to it so that the 
two can be reunited in the afterlife at last.

sail unless Agamemnon sacrifices his daughter 
to Artemis, which he does and the Greek army 
makes for Troy. At Troy Agamemnon and Achilles 
clash, both seeking glory. After an insult is made, 
Agamemnon decides to take a war prize of Achilles, 
a captured farm girl named Briseis who has come 
to be very close friends with Patroclus, and Achilles 
refuses to fight for the Greeks any further. The 
Greeks begin to lose the war and just when all is 
nearly lost Achilles agrees to allow Patroclus to 
wear his armour to scare away the Trojans without 
Achilles having to give in. It works but Patroclus 
is killed by Hector, the eldest son of Priam, king of 
Troy. Achilles goes on a rampage and kills many 
Trojans starting with Hector but is eventually killed 
by Paris with the assistance of the sun god Apollo. 
The ashes of Patroclus and Achilles are mixed 
together and Achilles son, conceived at Scryros, 
arrives. He is now twelve but is supernatural 
matured by being raise by Thetis and feeding on 
ambrosia, the food of the gods. 
Achilles’ son refuses to allow his father’s death 
monument to be tainted by being combined with 
that of a mortal so Patroclus cannot rest and go to 
the underworld to be with Achilles. Eventually, long 
after the war, Thetis returns mourning the loss of 
her son and then grandson and discusses the life 
of Achilles with the ghost of Patroclus. She adds 
his name to Achilles monument and the two are 
reunited in the underworld finally.



Timeline
The Rape of Thetis 
For his piety Peleus, king of Pthia, is granted a gift from the gods, 
marriage to a sea nymph called Thetis. Though she is unwilling Peleus 
forces himself on her and she is obliged by divine law to marry him and 
concieves a child.

The Judgment of Paris 
Many gods are in attendance at the wedding of Peleus and Thet-
is. The goddess of strife Eris, is not invited. In offense she hurls a 
golden apple to the wedding with an inscription “The the fairest”. 
Hera, Aphrodite, and Athena, all fought over who should recieve 
the apple. Zeus was unwilling to choose who it should go to for fear 
of upsetting the others so he commands a mortal named Paris, a 
trojan, to choose instead. Paris chooses Aphrodite and the other 2 
are outraged

Betrothal of Helen 
Helen, rumoured to be the most 
beautfiful woman in the world, 
comes of age to be married. 
Many royal suitors line up and in 
order to keep peace when the 
decision is made all suitors are 
made to take an oath the re-
spect the choice and protect the 
marriage. Helen chooses Mene-
laus

The Abduction of Helen 
As a gift for his choosing 
Aphrodite Paris is promised 
the love of the most beau-
tiful woman. Upon discov-
ering that Helen has been 
betrothed to Menelaus Paris 
mounts a vist to Sparta and 
kidnaps her. This invokes 
the oath made by all of Hel-
en’s suitors to protect the 
marriage and an alliance is 
formed to mount her rescue

Scyros 
Thetis, knowing the Greeks will try to con-
script her powerful son Achilles to the war, 
hides him away in the small island nation of 
Scyros. She then tricks him into conceiving 
a child with the princess Deidamia. The war 
messenger arrive and convince Achilles to 
come anyway

The Sacrifice of Iphigenia 
The Greek army gathers at Aulis. They prepare 
to sail for Troy but the wind dies down to noth-
ing. For months the wind will not blow and the 
Greeks cannot set sail. Finally the brother of Me-
nelaus, Agememnon, who leads the Greek army 
discovers it is because he has upset the goddess 
Artemis. Agememnon sacrifices his daughter 
Iphigenia under the guise of a wedding to Achil-
les in order to appease Athena and the ships are 
able to sail for Troy.

Briseis and The Raids of Troy 
Upon arrival in Troy the Greeks set up a camp 
and begin raiding the outlying villages, tak-
ing gold and valuables as well as livestock 
and people for themselves. Many of the peo-
ple taken are women to be used as slaves. 
Achilles takes the first woman as his own 
in order to protect her from the rape of the 
other Greek men. She comes to the camp and 
becomes close friends with Achilles’ lover, 
Patroclus.

The Trojan War Begins 
An embassy is called with Priam, the King of Troy 
and the raiding stops in favour of outright war-
fare with the city of Troy. 

The Plague on The Greek Camp 
After Agememnon kidnaps the daughter of the a priest 
of Apollo a plague befalls the greek camps and in a 
matter of days the greek army is dying. Achilles demands 
Agememnon return the girl but he refuses and for this 
slight on his honour Agememnon takes Achilles war priz-
es away, including Briseis. Achilles refuses to fight for the 
Greeks any longer and Thetis makes a deal with Zeus to 
help the Trojans so that the greeks need Achilles to save 
them. Achilles will only save them if Agememnon returns 
Briseis and the stolen prizes, which he refuses to do.

Duel of Paris and Menelaus 
In an attempt to save the war, Menelaus challenges Paris to a 
final duel to settle the war. Paris wounds Menelaus but wins the 
duel, only to be rescued by Aphrodite. Hektor, Paris’ brother and 
oldest son of Piam, is embarassed at his brothers loss and cow-
ardice so he offers to step in for a rematch against Ajax, another 
of the most powerful Greeks. The two duel for hours but discover 
they are evenly matched and the war resumes

The Embassy to Achilles 
With the war all but lost a small group of the Greek lead-
ers go to Achilles to try to convince him to return to the 
war. They have brought back most of the stolen prizes 
but not Briseis. Achilles refuses to rejoin the war unless 
Agememnon will return Briseis and personally apologize 
to him for taking her. 

Patroclus’ Plan 
The day after the embassy to Achilles the Trojans take 
the Greek camp. They begin to burn the ships. Patroclus 
begs Achilles to save them but he will not give up his 
honour. Patroclus dons Achilles armour and charges 
with the Pthian army. The Trojans flee thinking he is 
Achilles. Patroclus chases the Trojans back to Troy and 
even kills one of the Trojan leaders.  He becomes crazed 
with power and attempts to take the city of Troy himself. 
Apollo directly intervenes and strips Patroclus of his ar-
mour, revealing his disguise. Hektor then kills Patroclus.

Achilles’ Revenge 
With Patroclus slain Achilles begins a bloodthirsty 
rage. Agememnon apologizes in fear but Achilles 
is now solely focused on killing Hektor and the 
Trojans. The next day he slaughters many Trojans 
and Hektor. He continues killing Trojan leaders 
for months afterwards until Achilles is eventually 
killed by an arrow shot by Paris with the help of 
Apollo. 

The End of The Trojan War 
Upon Achilles death his son who he conceived at 
Scyros arrives. Raised by his mother to hate mor-
tals he is bloodthirsty and brutal. The war rages 
for a few more years. The Greeks come up with a 
plan to fake their retreat and leave behind a horse 
as a gift. The Trojans celebrate their decades long 
victory by drinking heavily and then the Greek 
heros emerge from the horse and take the city, 
ending the Trojan War.



Family Tree Relevant Characters
Fabled hero and son of Peleus and Thetis 
from the land of Pthia. A prophecy foretold 
that he would not return from the Trojan 
war but that he would die old and forgotten 
if he did not. He chose the former.

King of Mycenae and brother of Menelaus, 
eldest descendant of the cursed Pelops 
bloodline. A proud and greedy leader he led 
the Greek army and his clash with Achilles 
led to the death of Patroclus.

The largest and most powerful of the 
Greeks, second only to Achilles in skill in 
warfare. Defender of the Greek camps and 
equal in combat to Hector. One of the few 
Greeks without a godly affilliation.

When Cronus Castrated his father Ouranus 
he threw his testicles into the sea creating 
seafoam and from the seaform rose Aphro-
dite, the Goddess of love sex and attraction. 
Protected Paris during the Trojan war.

Born along with his twin sister Artemis by 
Leto after fleeing the wrath of Zeus’ wife 
Hera. Loved and protected the Trojans and 
sent the plague on the Greek camp. The 
God of the sun and archery

Zeus one day had a great headache and 
Athena burst fully grown and armour clad 
from his forehead. The Goddess of cunning 
and strategy in warfare. Loved Odysseus 
and Diomedes and defended the Greeks 
during the Trojan war.

*Not Pictured - Achilles Charioteer. A com-
moner but highly skilled with horse, the 
only one who could control the wild god 
given horses who were gifted to Peleus and 
then to Achilles during the Trojan war.

*Not Pictured - Farm girl form outside 
of Troy, captured during the raids by the 
Greeks and made a home for herself in the 
Greek camps when she was saved by Achil-
les. She was stolen away by Agamemnon 
during the feud between him and Achllles.

The Trainer of heroes such has Achilles, 
Ajax, and Heracles. When Cronus was 
discovered by Rhea sleeping with Philyra, 
he changed himself into a horse and thus 
Chiron was born half horse. 

Eldest Daughter of Lycomedes, King of 
Scyros, and famed for her dancing. Thetis 
tricked Achilles into conceiving a child with 
her in order to have an heir. Pyrrhus was 
then taken in by Thetis and raised to hate 
mortals.

Diomedes  was the king of Argos and 
commanded a large army. Gifted in warfare 
and strategy and beloved by Athena. Close 
friend of Odysseus. He had the ferocity of 
Athena while Odysseus had the Cunning 
and wit. 

*Not Pictured - Eldest son of Priam and 
heir to the throne of Troy. The greatest of 
the Torjan fighters. Phocisized to die before 
Achilles. Killed Patroclus when his plan to 
save the Greek camp was discovered and 
was killed the next day by Achilles.

Husband of Helen of Troy who sparked the 
Trojan war and King of Sparta for Marrying 
her. Set after her when she was taken to 
Troy. When the walls of Troy were breached 
he killed Paris and took Helen back.

Old king Nestor of Pylos participated in the 
Trojan war but was too old to fight, instead 
giving council to the other and lending his 
strategic mind. One of the few Greek to 
return home from the Trojan war unper-
turbed. 

Grandson of the great shapeshifting theif 
Autoclus and beloved for his cunning and 
wit by Athena. King of Ithaca, Odysseus 
played a significant role in the Trojan war 
but was more famed for his return home in 
The Odyssey.

*Not Pictured - Second son of Priam. Was 
fortold that he would bring about the fall of 
Troy so he was abandonded as a baby and 
was raised by a she bear. He was invited to 
the wedding of Peleus and Thetis were he 
was promised the love of Helen of Troy

Banished from his homeland after acciden-
tally killing a noble’s son he was taken in by 
Peleus in Pthia. He met and fell in love with 
Achilles who he grew up with. Upon his 
death by Hector Achilles fell into his famed 
blood rage.

Loved by th gods for his piety and humility 
he was promised a nymph as a wife, Thetis 
was unwilling and he forced himself on her, 
conceiving Achilles. He was king of Pthia 
and friends with Heracles. Known for taking 
in many orphaned children. 

*Not Pictured - Old king of Troy. Priam had 
50 sons and 50 daughters inluding Hector 
and Paris. When his son Hector was killed 
he bargained with Achilles for the return of 
his body and was given it. Killed by Pyrrhus 
when the walls of Troy were breached.

A nymph daughter of the sea god Nereus. 
She was sought by Zeus until a prophecy 
foretold that her son would be greater than 
his father, they married her off to a mortal, 
Peleus, to conceive Achilles. Also saved 
and raised the forge god Hephaestus.
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Versace Spring/Summer 2013
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ptrkclos-art

Seb Evans by Simon Crawford
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Versace Spring/Summer 2013

Tom Hintnaus by Bruce Weber for Calvin Klein
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James Charles Met Gala 2019
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Billy Porter World Pride 2019

David LaChapelle Photography

London Queer Fashoin Show 2019 photographer Kobe Ikram

Jailie Sahar designed by Michael Costello

Dominique Jackson Designed  
by Jeffrey Dodd
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Steven CanalsDemi Moore December 2019
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Olly Alexander Brit Awards 2019

Fabio LeFanu Photography

Billy Porter

Billy Porter
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Letterkenny

Baby Yors Bad Influence Music Video

Baby Yors Bad Influence Music Video

David LaChapelle Photography
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David LaChapelle Photography

David LaChapelle Photography

Olly Alexander Meteorite Music Video

Brenden Maclean House of Air Music Video
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Development

Achilles

Agamemnon

Aphrodite

Apollo
Roughs
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Athena

Automedon

Briseis

Chiron
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Deidamia

Diomedes

Menelaus

Nestor
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Odysseus

Paris Patroclus

Peleus



v

Priam

Thetis

Hector

Ajax



Textile 
Development



Textile 

Large Gradient red and orange printed onto polyester chiffon to create a mottled irregular pattern, cut into small pieces and 
used in several of the Trojan costumes to create a light ray/ fire effect.

Digitally draw pattern printed on cotton Jersey for boxer 
shorts

Hand drawn pattern to be used as trim. Was done in rhine-
stones instead

Digital Printing



Early version of pattern for cuffed shorts, and final version, 
printed on canvas and traced with rhinestones



3d modelling 
Development
The crab

Designed to be worn on the back of Thetis, the vengeful 
ocean nymph and mother of Achilles. The crab was to be 
worn as a backplate with legs reaching around the body. 
Each section of each leg would move independantly and 
randomly using robotics and programming.

I began by writing the code for the microprocessor, an 
arduino Uno, which was to be replaced by an Arduino Nano 
when moved past prototyping. The code would begin by 
genereating a random number which would correspond to 
one of the 16 joints. Whichever joint was chosen would then 
generate a random number between 1 and -1 which would 
be multiplied by 15 to corespond to the number of degrees 
the leg should move. on a roll of 1 it would move 15 degrees 
outward, -1 would move 15 degrees inward and 0 it would 
not move at all. It would then generate a random amount to 
delay before repeating the process. The number of degrees 
could not exceed 30 or go below -10

The electrical circuit included 2 batteries, a 
9v battery to power the arduino and a 5 volt 
battery to power the servos which moved the 
joints. All electrical components would be 
housed in the crab shell on the back of the 
wearer and would have metal wires running 
out to the joints to create the movement. 

Prototyping Leg Mechanism V1
Too much Friction, too bulky

Leg Mechanism V2 
Thread slots too flimsy, too much 
pressure on back of joint

Leg Mechanism V3
Funcional, bulkier than necessary

V2
V2

V2

V1
V1

V3

V3



Leg Mechanism V4
Streamlined from V3, 3d print and used in final prototype

Unfortunetely due to the Covid19 outbreak, all 
physical work was put to a halt and the crab 
was not eble to be fully realised. However, 
further visual improvements were made to the 
legs before quarantine measures took effect

Further Development

V4

V4

V5

Leg Mechanism V5
Texture added, too rounded

Leg Mechanism V6
Re shaped and fitted into each other, as-
sembly too imperfect

V6

V6

Leg Mechanism V7
External shell printed flat and shaped with heat gun to re-
duce interference with internal mechanism

V7

V7

V7

The final prototype was successful, if a bit unsightly. 
the legs moved randomly and the presence of the robot 
was very unsettling as intended. The joints were bounc-
ier than desired, this would have been fixed by using 
metal wire instead of spun thread to string to joints.



3d Modelling

Cast resin crystals were to heavy and too 
costly to be used for Achilles’ skirt so 3d print-
ed crystal were made and coated with resin 
to give the same effect with much less weight 
and cost. Several attempts were made to 
achieve the desired look and improve upon it.

V1

Base Printed Shape

V2

V3

Final

Achilles Helmet. To be printed 
in pieces and shaped using 
a heat gun around a form in 
order to create a thinner head-
piece and give a smooth finish 
to the exterior.

Forms for Achilles Pauldron 
two to pieces at the peak of 
the shoulder and one of the 
wider bottom pieces to give 
shape to the chain fabric 
draped over them.

Achilles



3d Modelling
Others

Thetis’ scaled corset was 
printed in two halves and 
assembled, finished with nail 
polish only to preserve 3d 
printed texture for a scale 
effect

Ajax’ spikes and Athena’s spines 
were printed with button holes 
and finished using wood filler 
and nail polish for a smooth fin-
ish, to be  sewn on to the textile



Toiles
Due to the Covid19 outbreak costumes were 
not able to be taken to full completion and 
only toiles were made.



Final Designs
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Achilles

Cast Resin Gliter Power Net Chain Link Crystal Chiffon

Viscose Velvet
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Patroclus

60mm Pile Faux Fur Digitally Printed Canvas Silk Jersey

Shot viscose Velvet
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Peleus

Silk Satin Metallic Knit
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Automdedon

Spray Painted Leather Denim Leather
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Chiron

Short Pile Faux Fur with 
Acetate Crystals Cotton Velvet Cotton Poplin



Paris

Silk Velvet Bleached Peacock Feathers Dyed Peacock Feathers

Medium Faux Fur



Hector

Glitter Embossed Pleather Goose Feather Trim Glitter Trim

120mm Pile Faux Fur

Digitally printed polyester Organza

Crystal Organza



Priam

Linen Silk Satin Linen



Aphrodite

Silk Velvet

Dyed and Glittered Peacock Feathers

120mm Pile Faux Fur

Silk Chiffon/Silk Organza



Apollo

Digitally Printed Polyester Organza

Digitally Printed Polyester Organza

Crystal Organza



Ajax

Medium Faux Fur
Quilted Vinyl with 
Gold Studs Shot Silk Chiffon

Sequin chiffon/3d 
printed spines



Briseis
Silk Satin Silk Satin

Polyester Striped Gold Georgette



Nestor

Shiny Polyester Chiffon Shiny Polyester Chiffon

Leather



Odysseus

Sequin Net 90mm Pile Faux Fur
Dyed Goose 
Feathers

Medium Denim



Diomedes

Dyed and Glittered Ostrich 
Feathers

Digitally Printed Cotton 
Jersey 90mm Pile Faux Fur



Athena
Dyed Ostrich Feathers

90mm Pile Faux Fur and 
3d Printed Spines



Thetis

Gradient Dyed Silk Chiffon Gradient Dyed Cotton Organdie
3d Printed Scales on Flesh 
Tone Mesh over Bi-Stretch 
Polyester



DeiDamia

Silk Satin Silk Satin

Assorted Fabric Remnents



Agamemnon

Polyester Satin Silver Foil Heavy Leather

Dark Denim



Menelaus

Heavy Leather

Black Vinyl Purple Vinyl

Crystal Fishnet
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Set Design Rendering
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Set Design Rendering
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Website

https://maenzk.wixsite.com/costumes https://www.dropbox.com/s/4mpfps-
87dgnz87e/KyleMaenzSetDesignZipped.
zip?dl=0

Set Download Link










