
This project is based on twenty-two short stories by Alice Munro from her two books Dance 

of the Happy Shades and Dear Life. I also titled this project Dear Life, as it is mainly about 

lives. All of the stories feature ordinary characters that are unable to understand or cope with 

what is happening to them in their lives. Each piece of work on this project represents a single 

story. 

 

Munro’s stories usually have a peaceful and melancholy atmosphere with vague endings and 

no clear plots, so instead of the plots, the mood is what I wanted to display here. Though most 

of her stories are quite sad, the emotions of her characters are seldom depicted. Therefore, the 

characters in my work are mostly expressionless or with their face blurred. Apart from the 

mood, the temporal setting is also a crucial part in her stories. Most of them are set in the past. 

That is also what I tried to capture. Therefore, I did the research on that period of time regarding 

different clothes styles and interiors and exterior settings. 

 

The main mediums I used are watercolour and soft pastels. As the greyish and vague colours 

they create really suits Munro’s stories and can depict the subtlety very well. In addition, I 

quoted a few sentences or a paragraph in each story to go with each piece of work so as to show 

the flow of her texts, but the texts don’t necessarily correspond to the works. The quotes are 

obscure and ambiguous because I meant to leave space for people to imagine and interpret what 

the message might be. 

I also made a book for this project, which can be viewed here:  

https://issuu.com/chienweiyu/docs/dearlife_book 

 

For other works please go to my website: 

https://swimmeryustudio.weebly.com/ 

 

About Chien-wei Yu 

Chien-wei Yu is an illustrator from Taiwan who completed her MFA in illustration at Edinburgh College of Art. 

As an avid reader and observer, she finds inspiration in literature and everyday life. 

She likes to create scenes that are tranquil, sometimes a bit lonely and nostalgic with vague colours. She is 

particularly keen on capturing lights and shadows. The mediums she enjoys using the most are watercolour and 

soft pastels. Artists she admires include Andrew Wyeth, Edward Hopper and Michael Sowa. 

 

But usually she just likes to refer to herself as a person who draws, nothing more, nothing less.  
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