
The ideas my current practice surrounds are those to do with homosexual identity and the nature of male same-sex 

relationships in the digitalised age. Through the depiction of two separate distinct figures, but both featuring the same head, I 

explore the nature of how many people in same-sex relationships are attracted to people who look physically similar to them, 

and additionally how those tend to grow more similar to each other the longer a coupling goes on. I combine these figurative 

aspects with graphic imagery derived from digital and computerised programs in order to contrast to the traditional 

materiality of oil paint. In addition to this, through methods of obscuring the identity of the figures in the pieces, I connote the 

censorship of homosexual relationships in mainstream media, and the ways in which people are able to obscure their identity 

within the online dating platforms (referenced again by the graphic/computerised imagery) that which many homosexual and 

heterosexual people use to find relationships.  

 

Examining features such as plug sockets I consider the gender of connectors and fasteners, which have 'male' and 'female' 

parts - the prongs and the socket for the plug respectively. I reimagine objects as a sculptural cast to represent two 'males' as 

a way to subvert the gendered aspects of this inanimate, neutral object and metaphorically represent same-sex couplings in a 

physical, more obscure way beyond my figurative portraits.  

 

My choice of processes and my methodology, the way I paint in a very considered way which requires a high level of 

concentration, I feel is a reflection of my in-depth interest and personal attachment to my conceptual ideas. The detailed and 

painstaking method by which I finish works is an echo of the complexities and nuances within how I view my areas of 

interests of homosexual identity and human relationships existing in the digital era. My choice of imagery and forms which 

intersect the carefully painted figurative portraits offer a visual and conceptual juxtaposition of the intimate, human reflection 

of relationships with an algorithmic and computerised aspect of said identity and relationships. 

 

 


