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Personal Statement 

 

Hello, my name is Charl Gordon and I’m an artist and designer from the Wirral, a small peninsula near Liverpool. 

With my family being scattered around rural Scotland, England and the north east coast, I have always been 

surrounded by nature and the ocean. As I grew up this became the main inspiration for my work. Collecting 

shells and fossils as a child I learnt how to set them into jewellery at university, and from admiring the beauty of 

my washed-up sea finds I grew to make textured metalwork trying to capture the rough nature of the ocean. 

I have always had a strong appreciation for the environment and try to show the importance of this through my 

designs. My current focus lies on the rough, worn down and beaten textures of materials that come into contact 

with the sea, whether that be broken and rusted metal, rock formations worn away with time or a simple 

barnacle growth. All of these things are so often overlooked but with a little more focus you can notice the 

beauty they hold and the stories they tell. I hope that through my jewellery I will connect people with their love 

for the environment and make people stop, think and look a little closer at the beauty of the natural world 

around us. 

 



                                                      C H A R L O T T E G O R D O N  

07547931431 | charlgordon@hotmail.co.uk  | dustdotdesigns@gmail.com 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

Education  

2017 - Present    Edinburgh College of Art  

2016 - 2017   Birkenhead Sixth Form College  

Foundation Diploma in Art, Design and Media (Level 3, Merit) 

2009 - 2016  Wirral Grammar School for Girls, Bebington  

A-levels in Art and Design (A), History (B) and Psychology (C)  

 

Relevant Work Experience  

2019, Summer scholarship at Hamilton and Inches  

• Ten-week work placement in Hamilton and Inches  

• Working in the silversmithing department and beginning the basics of engraving  

2015, Working alongside sculptress Emma Rodgers  

• Created a commissioned piece of art for the Lord Mayor of Liverpool.  

2011 – 2015, Member of ‘Young Tate Collective’ Liverpool  

  Voluntary exhibition planner at Tate Liverpool.  

cv 



  

 

  

Commissions/ Collections  

• Commission for Lord Mayor of Liverpool, mixed media, 2015  

• Jewellery commissions, 2017-2020  

• Toro, inspired by Japan, 2018  

• Degree Show, 2020  

  

Exhibitions  

• Exhibition of photography in Tate Liverpool, 2014  

• Blueprint Festival with Tate Liverpool, 2014  

• Exhibition of final year paintings, 2016  

• Exhibition of metal work in Mimosa Tea Garden, 2017  

• Limited Edition exhibition of jewellery collection Toro, 2018  

• Final university Degree Show, 2020  

  

Scholarships  

• Hamilton and Inches work placement grant  

Relevant Training  

• Night classes in metalsmithing at The Blue Coat, Liverpool  

• 10-week placement with Hamilton and Inches focusing on silversmithing and engraving  

Skills  

CAD/CAM Skills: Rhino 5&6, Adobe package  

Practical Jewellery Skills: wax carving, stone setting and rivets  

Silversmithing  

References available on request  



 

 

  

Research Inspiration 

Drawing has always been one of my strongest skills and is 

the most important facture in my design process.  

 

For these pieces I was inspired by 

barnacles, corals and natural 

rock formations. 

I took notice of how the 

structures interacted with each 

other and grouped together. This 

clustered effect was something I 

knew that I wanted to capture 

within my own work. 



  

Design Development 

I included gold, silver and mild steel which I rusted as it would have naturally in the ocean from sea salt and water.     

Small details were included to show how by paying closer attention you can notice things that are so often over looked. 

After carrying out studies on rock 

formations I decided to focus on using my 

drawing to directly etch onto metal sheet. 

From my studies of natural formations, I decided to 

hand raise silver barnacle vessels.  

I started off by making these pieces in copper. I 

increase each disk by 1cm in size then domed and 

shaped the pieces so that all of them fit inside each 

other like a Russian doll. 

 



 

 

  

Final Piece Designs  
The larger piece would be 

sculptural and decorative 

whereas the smaller piece 

would be a jewellery holder. 

The smaller piece of driftwood 

would only contain Gold 

barnacles, all of which could 

be removed and worn. The 

silver pin that holds the 

structures into the wood would 

be replaced with silver earring 

posts and ring bands. 

I chose to split my plate 

into three separate pieces 

so that it can sit alone or 

together. 

The plates had to interact 

clearly with each other 

and be strong enough to 

sit alone and still remain 

bold. 

These will be silver and 

have a cork base so that 

the plate can sit on any 

surface easily. 

Made in Britannia Silver, textured on the surface 

with a square hammer as to capture the rough 

nature of the ocean and show how in the wild 

the elements beat objects and reshape them. 



 

  

Collection of Barnacle pins and Jewellery of Driftwood 
1

5
cm

 

35cm 

Rusted barnacles, held in place with a silver pin.  

These will then be pushed into blackened chunks 

of drift wood, which will be darkened with the 

technique named shou sugi ban. 

 

Then smaller pieces of wood will themselves be 

small jewellery holders, in which the golden 

barnacles can be removed and worn as earrings 

and rings. 

This driftwood collection creates a visually enticing 

wearable piece of art that could fill a gap in the 

market for coastal galleries. 

2cm 



  

Collection of 4 Silver Barnacle Bowls 

All hand raised into a dome 

approximately 1cm smaller than 

each other in width. 

Textured with a hammer and then 

formed into a barnacle like vessel. 

 

I added texture with a square hammer 

head to create a bumpy surface and 

show how the natural elements wear 

away objects they come into contact 

with. 



 

  

3 Etched Plates that fit snuggly together 

3
0
cm

 

42cm 

This will be my final etched plate design. 

• It can fit snuggly together or be 3 separate 

plates that increase in size. 

 

• The underside will be covered with a layer of 

cork. 

 

• The etched pattern is based upon all of my 

gathered research. 

 

• It will come with care instructions that include 

how to clean and polish as well as what items 

are okay to be placed upon it. 

This will be a decorative centre piece with the 

function of being used as a tray/coaster or 

simply to bring pattern and artistry to the room. 



 

 


