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The body of work that I have developed began with a serious introspection 
of my own political liminality. As an Overseas Citizen of India, an ‘expatriate’ 
in the United Arab Emirates, an ‘international student’ in the United 
Kingdom, and a ‘tourist’ when travelling to the Schengen Area, I belong 
to no government that can assign to me a set of political rights; therefore, 
I have no political identity. A common thread that connects each of these 
temporary statuses is the bureaucracy of travel, immigration, and identity 
protocol that I undergo to validate respective statuses. My passport, 
passport photo, and an increasing pile of official documents became 
the physical manifestations of a fragmented yet ‘official’ identity. I have 
used these heavily regulated materials as a primary source in creating 
bodies of work that investigate the purposes of rules, regulations, and 
bureaucracy in these areas. 

Performing the Passport Photo is a body of work contingent on the 
passport photo – one of the most mundane and heavily regulated types of 
photographs. As a photographed subject, one has no choice but to follow 
a set of guidelines which ultimately incapacitate the concluding image of 
any ability to capture the diversities of human identity and expression. 
One of the central aims of my work is to investigate the underlying motive 
of official passport photo requirements. We are inclined to apprehend 
these rules as pure bureaucracy, but what role do they play in identity 
authentication procedures of which the passport and the passport photo 
are crucial elements? 

Keeping in line with art-historians like Amelia Jones and photographers 
like Martin Parr, Gillian Wearing and Jo Spence, who have emphasised 
the performative aspect of the photographic act, I view our compliance 
with passport photo rules and indeed the wider bureaucracy of travel, 
immigration, and identity protocol, as a performance through which 
we construct our ‘official’ selves. In Preparing for the Passport Photo, 
I prepare myself to get into character for this performance. By creating 
parodies of photographic illustrations of official requirements for the 
Passport Photo Guidance Form, I draw attention to the ways in which 
these rules standardise human subjectivities. In Would you consider this 
my religious covering? I satirise the passport photo format by critiquing 
the controversy surrounding the use of religious covering. In ID Photos 
from an EU Photoautomat, I comment on the notion that differences in 
official regulations between nations trap ‘foreign’ individuals in the cyclical 
banality of bureaucracy. Finally, in Application for an Instant Photo, I 
attempt to recreate the experience of applying for passports and visas 
while at the same time satirising it, by urging members of the audience to 
undergo an ‘official’ procedure to attain an image that is ultimately meant 
to be playful. 

Through a critical investigation of the official procedures that inform 
travel, immigration, and identity protocol, this body of work challenges the 
control, systematisation, and simplification of the most human and diverse 
elements of our identities, that is symptomatic of these procedures. 

PERFORMING THE PASSPORT PHOTO



Preparing for the Passport Photo

Fibre Gloss prints
12.4 x 18.11in each approx.
Displayed as a set of six prints



Passport Photo 
Guidance Form

Fibre Gloss print
11.02 x 13.77in approx.
Laminated and 
displayed in the three-
part installation



Would you consider this my religious covering?

Fibre Gloss prints
10.4 x 15.8 in, 15.8 x 15.8in and 15.8 x 15.8in approx.
Displayed as a triptych in the manner shown above



ID Photos from an EU Photoautomat

Fibre Gloss print
21.6 x 35.4in approx.
Displayed as a single large print

€ €



Untitled (Performance Experiment 1) 
Works in Progress

Shot on Canon E0S 750D
Digital files.



Untitled (Performance Experiment 1.2) 
Works in Progress

Shot on Canon E0S 750D
Digital files.



Untitled (Final Image from Performance Experiment 1) 
Works in Progress

Shot on Canon E0S 750D
Digital files.

Untitled (Final Image from Performance Experiment 1.2) 
Works in Progress

Shot on Canon E0S 750D
Digital files.



Untitled (Manipulating the Image Experiment 1) 
Works in Progress

Portrait shot on Canon E0S 750D and distorted on 
an Epson Flatbed Scanner.
Digital files.



Untitled (Manipulating the Image Experiment 1.2) 
Works in Progress

Portrait shot on Canon E0S 750D, distorted on an 
Epson Flatbed Scanner and digitally manipulated.
Digital files.



Untitled (Manipulating the Image Experiment 2) 
Works in Progress

Various passport photos digitally manipulated.
Digital files.



APPLICATION FOR AN  
INSTANT PHOTO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello, I am going to ask you some questions based on which I will take two photos of you. You can 
take one with you and I will keep one with me. At the end of every day of this show I attach every 
person’s photo onto the piece of paper on which I record their answers and display it on that wall over 
there. If you are not comfortable with your photo being taken or your answers being shown, here or 
anywhere else, then please do let me know and I will keep everything strictly confidential.  
 
 

1. Surname (Family name) 
Hunter 

2. First name (Given name) 
Anna 

3. Nickname (what do people call you?) 
Anna 

4. Date of birth (dd-mm-
yyyy) 

 
6th September 1996 

5. Place of birth 
Glasgow 
 
6. Country of birth 
Scotland 

7. Current nationality 
Scottish 
 
Nationality at birth, if 
different 
Scottish 

8. What is a passport photo for you? 
It is a very simple photo of my face that I use to get into other countries. 

9. For what kinds of bureaucratic procedures do you use your passport photo? 
Entering countries, getting a job 

10. Where do you usually go to have this photo taken? 
A photo booth 

11. Do you know that there are certain guidelines that one ought to follow when taking a passport 
photo? 
I know that there are a few but only the basic ones. The post office check the photo for you as you 
submit a passport application form 
12. Do you know what these are? 
Only the basic guidelines – looking straight at the camera, no glasses, no smiling, blank expression 

 

https://drive.google.com/
open?id=1yFPVTvHvJ8fIQtjn6E2VyaMZQs0CC_Ne

Untitled (Performance Experiment 2) 
Works in Progress

Participant 1 – Anna Hunter

Top: Screenshot of performance recorded on Microsoft Teams.
Left: Page 1 of Participant 1’s form filled during the performance.

Digital Files.

APPLICATION FOR A 
SCREENSHOT



APPLICATION FOR AN  
INSTANT PHOTO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello, I am going to ask you some questions based on which I will screenshot two photos of you. I 
will send a copy of this to you and keep one with me. At the end of this questionnaire, I will attach 
your screenshot photo to this form and use it develop this project and display it as a part of my work. 
If you are not comfortable with your image being taken, and/or for your information to be used and 
displayed anywhere please let me know, and I will keep everything strictly confidential.   
 
 

1. Surname (Family name) 
Brown 

2. First name (Given name) 
Amber 

3. Nickname (what do people call you?) 
Ambs 

4. Date of birth (dd-mm-
yyyy) 

 
20/Nov/1997 

5. Place of birth 
Ashington 
 
6. Country of birth 
England 

7. Current nationality 
British 
 
Nationality at birth, if 
different 
British 
 

Does it feel odd that I am asking you these questions?  
I feel I’m quite used to rallying these details of – at the min nothing intrusive  

8. What is a passport photo for you? 
I don’t really use it that much – it only sits in my passport – doesn’t feel as big as it does to a lot of 
people – why? I guess it only really exists in the passport, my situation with passports is not 
complicated – a source of identity but I don’t travel that much so I don’t see it that often 
9. For what kinds of bureaucratic procedures do you use your passport photo? 
Applying for anything from the govt., driver’s license, uploading passport photo when applying for 
flats, applying for grants, to prove that you have a right to work 
10. Where do you usually go to have this photo taken? 
Always taken it myself, post office and photo booths – never had it professionally done. 

 

 

https://drive.google.com 
open?id=130cYJOn3Dg2zzNyZQgm_8UFgEqlEmo4L

Untitled (Performance Experiment 2) 
Works in Progress

Participant 2 – Amber Brown

Top: Screenshot of performance recorded on Microsoft Teams.
Left: Page 1 of Participant 2’s form filled during the performance.

Digital Files.

APPLICATION FOR A 
SCREENSHOT



APPLICATION FOR AN  
INSTANT PHOTO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello, I am going to ask you some questions based on which I will screenshot two photos of you. I 
will send a copy of this to you and keep one with me. At the end of this questionnaire, I will attach 
your screenshot photo to this form and use it develop this project and display it as a part of my work. 
If you are not comfortable with your image being taken, and/or for your information to be used and 
displayed anywhere please let me know, and I will keep everything strictly confidential.   
 
 

1. Surname (Family name) 
Ma 

2. First name (Given name) 
Yao  

3. Nickname (what do people call you?) 
Serina 

4. Date of birth (dd-mm-
yyyy) 

 
23/02/1998 

5. Place of birth 
Anhui 
 
6. Country of birth 
China 

7. Current nationality 
Chinese 
 
Nationality at birth, if 
different 
Chinese 

Does it feel odd that I am asking you these questions?  
Yes – I don’t get asked these questions except for government purposes or banks – not as someone I 
know as friend or colleague 
 
8. What is a passport photo for you? 
Headshot with white background – and you are not allowed to glasses, hat, scarfs, show your ear, no 
heavy makeup, has to show clear image. 
 
9. For what kinds of bureaucratic procedures do you use your passport photo? 
Government purpose, not in mainland China unless I apply for visas for different countries, 
immigration borders, IELTS test, change of address and/or change of university institution, to take 
my passport to police office for registration for crime purposes, university for issuing CAS numbers 
10. Where do you usually go to have this photo taken? 
Recent one in the Chinese embassy in Manchester…corner shop near the embassy. First passport 
photo was taken at the police office/registration office 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1H6Smh-
iHVn8Cp8uzhJMh3g8AyXpF7f_4

Untitled (Performance Experiment 2) 
Works in Progress

Participant 3 – Yao Ma

Top: Screenshot of performance recorded on Microsoft Teams.
Left: Page 1 of Participant 3’s form filled during the performance.

Digital Files.

APPLICATION FOR A 
SCREENSHOT



APPLICATION FOR AN  
INSTANT PHOTO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello, I am going to ask you some questions based on which I will screenshot two photos of you. I 
will send a copy of this to you and keep one with me. At the end of this questionnaire, I will attach 
your screenshot photo to this form and use it to develop this project and display it as a part of my 
work. If you are not comfortable with your image being taken, and/or for your information to be used 
and displayed anywhere else please let me know, and I will keep everything strictly confidential.   
 
 

1. Surname (Family name) 
Ostromouva 

2. First name (Given name) 
Valeriya 

3. Nickname (what do people call you?) 
Valerie 

4. Date of birth (dd-mm-
yyyy) 

 
23/02/1998 

5. Place of birth 
St. Petersburg 
 
6. Country of birth 
Russian Federation 

7. Current nationality 
Dual – British and Russian 
 
Nationality at birth, if 
different 
Russian 

Does it feel odd that I am asking you these questions?  
No, I am used to it. I get asked them all the time when doing university, job applications, bank 
details, going to the airport.  
8. What is a passport photo for you? 
A photograph used to identify me – usually in either airport scenario or other forms of identification 
like at banks or other applications to prove that it is me.  
 
9. For what kinds of bureaucratic procedures do you use your passport photo? 
Airports (as passport details), job contracts, university applications, bank paperwork. 
 
10. Where do you usually go to have this photo taken? 
Snappy snaps on Coburn High Road – photo studio where a person/photographer takes a photo – 
“don’t trust photobooths” 
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/
open?id=1jInW5Bu18TpVvXJHf2U2CuuN7MsjDhME

Untitled (Performance Experiment 2) 
Works in Progress

Participant 4 – Valerie Ostromouva

Top: Screenshot of performance recorded on Microsoft Teams.
Left: Page 1 of Participant 4’s form filled during the performance.

Digital Files.

APPLICATION FOR A 
SCREENSHOT



Participant 4’s response to the task ‘Deactivate the passport photo template and this application form’. 



Application for an Instant Photo is a three-part installation comprising a 
photobooth, an Activist Wall, and a Display of Deactivated Forms. My 
source of inspiration is deeply embedded within the cultural landscape 
of Berlin. I use an object that completes one’s experience of the city – 
that is, the Photoautomat – to recreate experiences of the bureaucracy 
associated with immigration at airports, visa centres, and passport 
offices, and invite my audience to interact with this processes in a playful 
manner. In terms of interaction with the installation, audience members 
will first visit the photobooth where I will ask them a series of questions 
while filling an ‘Application form for an Instant Photo’. On completion of 
this, I will take two photographs of them using a polaroid camera and 
encourage each participant to re-imagine the passport photo. Can this 
image be more humanly expressive of our identities? I will slide one of the 
photographs that I take through an image dispenser for the participants 
to collect and attach the other to their filled forms with an ‘Invalid’ stamp. 

Then, I will invite each participant to use the Activist Wall as a space to 
‘deactivate’ their filled forms. In front of this wall and on the worktable, 
I will place various materials including paint buckets and bottles, empty 
placards, masking tape, paintbrushes, markers, etc. On this wall, I will 
draw the passport photo template. Each participant will be encouraged to 
use the provided materials to draw, illustrate, paint, scream, tear, etc. on 
this template and their filled application forms. On doing so, participants 
will then mount their ‘deactivated’ forms on the adjacent wall to create 
the Display of Deactivated Forms. I hope that as more participants 
contribute the display will take on a life of its own and grow organically to 
reveal the subconscious oppression that we are subject to as part of the 
bureaucracy associated with travel, immigration, and identity protocol. 
These ephemera will therefore become the products of a bureaucracy 
uselessly experienced and playfully protested.

APPLICATION FOR AN INSTANT PHOTO
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 Materials including:
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 Paint buckets/bottles
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 Photoautomat

 p.s. – this photobooth model 
 does not show that the booth 
 will have an entrance 
 on both sides but I elaborate 
 on this in slides 25 and 26.



Detailed drawing of the photobooth with approximated 
dimensions. 

P.S. – this is an initial drawing and does not show that the 
booth will have an entrance on both sides. Nonetheless, 
I have included this here because I will be using these 
dimensions for the final booth.



ARTIST AND AUDIENCE ENTRY INTO PHOTOAUTOMAT VIEW

Part of the booth where I will be seated.

Objects in space: a stool
         a table holding stamp, ink pad, extra film, pens,   
                             masking tape, and application forms.

Part of the booth where audience members will be seated.

Objects in space: a stool for audience member to sit on
         a curtain



ARTIST AND AUDIENCE INTERACTION IN THE PHOTOAUTOMAT VIEW

Sketch showing interiors of the booth when viewed from my part and that of the 
audience members. 

Sketch showing the interaction between the audience 
member and me when inside the booth.



Digital layout showing my 
Passport Photo Guidance 
Form framed and mounted 
on the outside of the 
photobooth and the image 
dispenser through which 
I will slide one copy of the 
instant photo.



Close-up of a sample instant photo that 
I will slide through the image dispenser 
and attach on the application forms.



Sample of the form that I will fill and give to each 
audience member that they will then take to the 
Activist Wall.

Screenshot of a virtual model showing placement of the plinth and other materials around the 
Activist Wall.



Sketch illustrating a 
possible display of 
‘deactivated’ forms 
although this will 
completely depend 
on the audience 
members who will 
be mounting these 
forms on the wall. 


